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MISSION
To Change the Way . . . ART Works!
To unite and transform society by 
promoting the arts and community 
projects.

Welcome to the first column in The Main ARTery
from the Transcendental Arts Council.  For the 
past few years we have been focusing most of 

our energies to this publication, and the development of our 
website www.artscollaborative.org.  Now is the time to get 
back to doing what we do best - playing.

This issue marks our two year anniversary of becoming 
a full-fledged publication, and it’s good to be here.  During 
that time we have focused primarily on the arts of the Quad-
State region, but it is time to promote the TAC mission with a 
regular column.

This page, as well as the next two, shows part of our past.  
Then, the following 4 pages are dedicated to a new project in 
which we invite you to get involved - and we hope you will.

The U.O. program allows TAC to perform what might be considered “art therapy,”
but administered on a large scale rather than a one-on-one basis.  Although, in order to work 
effectively and to grow, The Umbrella Offering must touch individuals one person at a time.  It 
is through the process of making a community collaboration project that an individual can be 
encouraged, inspired, and motivated to think beyond themselves.  Through this interest and effort, 
the participating community is transformed while making art WORK.

READY TO PLAY? TAC IT
UP

Planting Seeds of Inspiration and Watching Art Grow

COMMUNITY 
OLLABORATIONS

TAC’s Umbrella Offering Program Inspires Change

The Umbrella Offering project (big fish) was 
created in 1996, with volunteering students 
and educators from Turner Ashby High 
School in Bridgewater, Virginia.  It was the 
first community-wide project for TAC.

Above: The Umbrella Offering - 1996
Aerial photo by Early Photography
Top left: a student from Turner Ashby High 
School assembling his self portrait. Bottom left:
photo of student self portraits by Dee Dee Niarhos
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The beauty of a community collabora-
tion is that it can involve all ages and 
types of people from all walks of life 
in one way or another. 

If you have any of these things, then YOU are 
the key to our community-wide projects.

The TAC is dedicated to “Changing 
The Way . . . ART Works!” by developing 
projects that can benefit all participants in 

one way or another, while also serving the com-
munity on a local level 
and abroad in a cata-
lytic way.

Our community 
collaborations en-
courage people, and 
inspire participants 
and visitors/view-
ers alike.  How can 
this project serve 
you or someone 
you know?

Want to par-
ticipate in some-
thing fun and 
unique that you 
will remember 
for as long as 
your memory 
serves you?

GOT ENERGY?
Talent?  Skills?  Ideas?  Creativity?
Experience?  Passion?  Stuff?  Energy?

WHAT
ABOUT:

THREE PROJECTS CREATED IN, AND
WITH, LOUDOUN COUNTY, VIRGINIA
Top right: The Flowering of a Dream 
for the new millennium - 2000
Above: May Flower Maze 2001
Bottom right: The 3rd Flower (and 
last one) bloomed for Earth Day 2002
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VOLUNTEERISM

Above: John Holly of Frederick, MD, 
was an exceptional volunteer, and 
supporter, for the Art In-Spire Maze.  
He helped to assemble the PVC frame 
that would hold the 400 (4’ x 6’) panels 
and works of art from the community. 
THANKS AGAIN, JOHN - where ever 
you are!  Background aerial photo:
A wonderful photo taken by McCall 
Graphics as a contribution to the col-
laborative effort.

Above: The note that accompanied the artist’s painting.  GREAT JOB, MARY!  A++

SELF EXPRESSION & THERAPEUTIC

Left: Handmade ceramic tile.  Above: Maryland students from 
Middletown High School’s ceramics classes worked on a
30-foot diameter mozaic centerpiece under the direction
and vision of educator and artist Malinda Pierce.

Left: Handmade ceramic tile.  Above: Maryland students from 
Middletown High School’s ceramics classes worked on a
Left: Handmade ceramic tile.  Above: Maryland students from 
Middletown High School’s ceramics classes worked on a
Left: Handmade ceramic tile.  Above: Maryland students from 

30-foot diameter mozaic centerpiece under the direction
Middletown High School’s ceramics classes worked on a
30-foot diameter mozaic centerpiece under the direction
Middletown High School’s ceramics classes worked on a

and vision of educator and artist Malinda Pierce.
30-foot diameter mozaic centerpiece under the direction
and vision of educator and artist Malinda Pierce.
30-foot diameter mozaic centerpiece under the direction

ENHANCING EDUCATION

THE

COMMUNITY
ART IN-SPIRE MAZE

SPIRE TO GREATNESS

COLLABORATION

A project developed for
Frederick Festival of the Arts
10-year anniversary - 2004

Goal: to celebrate the FFOTA anniversary 
through the making of their logo on a 

large scale, while inspiring people of all 
ages to ASPIRE to greatness through 

creativity and charity.
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PUT A LID ON IT

Local artist encourages citizens, businesses, governments and noprofit 
organizations of the Quad-State region of W.Va., Va., Md., and Pa. to 
participate in an ambitious art project, while also challenging America, 
and its artists, to create community, collaborative-type art projects that 
will make recycled works of art from plastic bottle lids.

Earth Day2

ranscendental Arts Council (TAC) is excited to announce the 
beginning of its first major community collaboration project since 
2004.  Our last project was a 15’ x 30’ mural for a new community 
center in Frederick, MD.  This was the first mural community 
collaboration for TAC which took the form of a large puzzle.  It got 
our feet wet for creating work on a fairly large scale with a small 

community.  We feel that it was a good lead in, or test, for what will now be 
our second Earth Day project, thus the name “ED2 - Put A Lid On It.”

As with all of our community-wide projects, this one is intended to 
involve you, the reader.  Regardless if you are in Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, Virginia or beyond, you can participate in whatever way you 

feel capable.  Whether your talents, experiences or interests are in politics or 
plumbing, finance or marketing, the arts or education, collecting or sports, 
or anything in-between, you can share your abilities and interests in some 
shape or form – and we encourage you to get involved.  If you are interested 
in the environment, recycling and contributing as a recycler, this project is 
perfect for you.  What do you have to offer – time, talent or treasure?

The following is an overview of how this project came to be from the voice 
of President and Creative Director, David Heatwole.

T
24
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HISTORY
s the project director and 
conceptualist for this project, 
I would like to share with 
you how the Put A Lid On 
It idea originated.

First Inspiration:
In 1997, a colleague and 

I were attempting to travel 
around the country in a large 
1977 Dodge maxi van on 
what was dubbed by our 
marketing guru, 
Doug Gripp, 
“The Tic TAC 
Tour Across 
A m e r i c a ” 
due to the 
r a n d o m 
decis ions 
of where 
we would 
go from 
place to 
place.  The
last town we visited 
before deciding that 
we were going to have 
to head back to Loudoun 
County, Virginia, was Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.  Our first day 
there proved to be quite profitable, as 
we discovered an artist who would become a great 
friend, a major inspiration to me, and a wonderful 
volunteer for TAC.  His name is Jim Isakson and 
his art is part of a movement that I have labeled 
Synergism (more about this art movement can be 
read on the TAC website, www.artscollaborative.
org).  His paintings are impressionistic in style 
due to the use of pointillism, but the style of all 
his renderings of subject matter always seem 
to show the relationships and commonalities 
between everything.  I have become a patron of 
Jim’s artwork and am constantly surrounded by 
his molecule-like illustrations.  It’s his dots that 
have partially inspired me to create this project.

Third
Inspiration:

As a citizen of Berkeley 
County and this planet; and as 

one who is fairly concerned by the 
waste that my own family makes, I 

try to do something to help by visiting 
one of the Berkeley County Solid Waste 

Authority’s recycling centers fairly regularly.  
One day, as I was rinsing out three plastic 
bottles, I especially took notice of the colorful 
lids – a large, red Jif peanut butter lid, an orange 
lid from a juice bottle, and very small, white lid 
from a medicine bottle.  I held them in my hand 
pondering the possibilities, and, of 
course, my thoughts went right 
away to the Russian beer 
cap mural and Jim’s 
paintings.

Second Inspiration:
At the end of 2006, I traveled overseas to Russia 

to the region of Penza, which seemed to be in the 
middle of nowhere.  I was exceptionally thrilled to 
find only blocks away from my hotel, in what seemed 
to be the city square, an impressive tapestry of sorts.  

It was made of beer bottle caps that were strung 
together on hundreds of criss-crossing 

wires that hung on a metal frame 
– probably 24 feet wide by 30 feet 

tall.  The color was minimal, but 
the caps made a wonderful 

portrait of a man who was 
well-loved for producing 
beer in that area or maybe 
throughout Russia.  On a 
second visit to the city, I 
had to see the piece again 
– this time showing it to 
my wife.

we discovered an artist who would become a great 
friend, a major inspiration to me, and a wonderful 
volunteer for TAC.  His name is Jim Isakson and 
his art is part of a movement that I have labeled 
Synergism (more about this art movement can be 
read on the TAC website, www.artscollaborative.
org).  His paintings are impressionistic in style 
due to the use of pointillism, but the style of all 
his renderings of subject matter always seem 
to show the relationships and commonalities 
between everything.  I have become a patron of 
Jim’s artwork and am constantly surrounded by 
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waste that my own family makes, I 
try to do something to help by visiting 

one of the Berkeley County Solid Waste 
Authority’s recycling centers fairly regularly.  
One day, as I was rinsing out three plastic 
bottles, I especially took notice of the colorful 
lids – a large, red Jif peanut butter lid, an orange 
lid from a juice bottle, and very small, white lid 
from a medicine bottle.  I held them in my hand 
pondering the possibilities, and, of 
course, my thoughts went right 
away to the Russian beer 
cap mural and Jim’s 
paintings.

Back to the Real Inspiration - Collecting:
Looking back on my life, this project isn’t far from times as 

a child when my younger sister, brother and I collected things 
like gum wrappers and bottle caps found on the street’s edges.

It also stems back to a time of wonder and excitement, when 
my father brought home a box of hundreds of antique marbles.  
He personally collected an old tool called a corn-shucking peg.  
He ended up with hundreds of varieties, until finally deciding 
that he had too many and it was time to let go of some.

My mother has collected buttons for years for their creative 
designs and patterns.  And I remember, as a child growing up 
in the family’s house, staring from the kitchen table at a neat 
collection of iron trivets.

At one time, before I had an awakening and got rid of most 
of my belongings, I was hooked on collecting small things 
of artistic merit.  The item I focused most of my attention on 
collecting was stamps.  This fascination led me to dreaming 
of using stamps to cover the insides and outsides of houses.  
However, the only thing I ever actually covered was a mask that 

I made of myself.
One time my siblings and I even found a HUGE 

pile of rubber bands at the dump and linked 
them together to make a chain that went from 
one end of the street to the other.  What fun 
collecting has been for my family – and me.

     This project will make collecting 
plastic bottle lids an obsession that I will 
probably end up despising, but I believe this 

project will be worth its weight in gold.

By DAVID F. HEATWOLE
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INSPIRED? Here is how you can start:

The beauty about well-planned community collabora-
tions is that one can involve all ages and types of people 
in one way or another. 

Start a bin or a trash can just for collecting 
caps in your own home.

PLEASE wash the lids.  Save only plastic lids 
to bottles, not the flimsy lids from plastic containers 
like butter bowls.  If you feel really inspired, copy 

this article and get people in your office, 
church, school or in your neighborhood 
involved.  All we ask:  If you design a flyer 
of your own, please e-mail or send us a 
copy for approval – and for our scrapbook 
– we want to know your story.  If you are 
interested in getting others involved and 
want a flyer or a copy of this paper to 
give to people, just contact us.  We want 
to form a relationship with you; after all, 
you are part of our community!

A PROJECT FOR ALL AGES

CONTACT:
Transcendental Arts Council 

(703) 737-0111
for drop off and pick up

information or check future
issues of The Main ARTery

for detail developments.

9-year-old budding artist,
Pasha Heatwole, learns 
about shade and hue, while 
helping his Pop.  He is also 
doing something worthwhile 
for the environment.

Area Largest
Medical Mobility Retailer

Specializing In:
Scooters    Lift Chairs

Power & Manual Wheelchairs
Vehicle & Residential Ramps

& Lifts
Stair Lift Units

Come Visit Our Showroom
1512 Winchester Ave.

Martinsburg WV
Also on the Web at

www.BowersMobility.com

Helping You Get
Up, Down, In

Out And Around
Bowers Mobility
Sales & Repair

Joe Bowers          (304) 676-5463
Owner operator  (304) 596-2361

David Heatwole and Hunter Parsons tediously, and patiently, 
separate by color the first collection of bottle lids to arrive 
from the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority.




