
         www.TheMainARTery.com23

W    e are happy to announce that this project is 
not only inspiring people to save the plastic 
bottle lids from the landfi lls, but it is also 
inspiring others to collaborate.
     Local West Virginia educator Debbie 

Miller, from Mill Creek Elementary in Inwood, West Virginia, 
was inspired to get her students involved in the project during 
the last two weeks of school.  She stated that she was excited 
about this project, because of the real work experience that her 
moderately mentally impaired fourth and fi fth graders would 
get by cleaning the lids and separating the large collection into 
smaller piles of lids by color.  We are also inspired by how Mrs. 
Miller went so far as to talk with Jane Mathis at Musselman 
Junior High School about getting her mildly mentally impaired 
students involved in the project – by having them separate the 
lids by size.  We look forward to seeing what will come out of the 
partnership with these educators and, hopefully, other educators 
from the Quad-State region next school year.
    A big thank you goes out to Creekside Anglers Inc., a charter 
club of the Mid-Atlantic Council of Federation of Fly Fishers 
(MACFFF), for their recent donation to this project.
      When Creekside Anglers presented their generous donation, 
the president, Kirby Lewis, made this statement:  “Creekside 
Anglers, Inc. feels deeply about the preservation of our creeks, 
streams, lakes and all waters.  The impact that this project will 
have on our environment can easily meet or exceed our common 
goals of protecting the environment.  It is imperative that we 
recycle, and by developing an interest in our youth through 
collaborative projects, like the PALOI project, Creekside Anglers 
is excited about the possibilities.”  

The Transcendental Arts Council’s 
board met in May and decided to 
adopt our URL as our own DBA 
name.  Therefore, you might start 

to see another organizational name that 
you are not familiar with taking the place 
of Transcendental Arts Council (or TAC).  
The good news is that we will still be 
operating under the acronym of TAC (The 
Arts Collaborative).

The Arts Collaborative is inviting 
artists to  become  members, and to 
benefi t from our special ad package for 
artists in The Main ARTery.  Call today for 
more information.  Other benefi ts include 
participation in an annual group exhibition, 
discounts at local arts businesses, an 
annual subscription to The Main ARTery 
and much more.
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WE ARE ALSO EXCITED TO HAVE SOME NEW PARTICIPANTS INVOLVED:
The Morgan County Solid Waste Authority is now onboard 

and accepting plastic lids at their recycling sites.  They ask their 
citizens to rinse the lids to control bacteria and to bring them in 
grocery store style bags.  If you are a Morgan County business 
or resident with questions, please call the recycling coordinator, 
Bill Pechumer, at (304) 258-9379.

The newest arrival to the project is the Martinsburg 
Cracker Barrel on Foxcroft Avenue.  They have been asked to 

participate by recycling 
their almost-famous 

syrup bottles and 
lids.  We have placed 
a special trashcan 
in their kitchen for 
the retrieval of the 

small brown lids that 
come on the bottles.  To 
make the process easier 

for the busboys and/or waitresses, we are recycling the whole 
bottle for them.  THANK YOU FOR GETTING INVOLVED!  
Now, let’s get some more businesses in the Quad-State region 
onboard.

“PUT A LID ON IT”
More participants getting 

involved in art project

Update
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GET INVOLVED
If you have any ideas or interest in 

getting involved in our Put A Lid On It 
project, or if you are interested in getting 
a group involved but need some help, 
please give us a call.  We would love 
to have you as a collaborator in this 
community strengthening and exciting 
art project.  Call us at (703) 737-0111.

MOST INSPIRATIONAL
11 - y e a r - o l d 

Naziene Hunter 
and her 9-year-

old brother, Fazon, also 
need to be recognized for 
their exceptional end of the 
school year participation.  
After Naziene heard 
about the project and saw 
the article in the last issue 
of this publication, she 
took it upon herself to 
get her brother involved 
as well as teachers 
and administration at 
Winchester Elementary to 
start saving the lids.   She 
also convinced her  father, 
who works for a  grocery 
store in Winchester, to 
save the associate’s lids 
each night. WAY TO GO!

WAY TO GO!

In the fall of last year, David F. Heatwole, 
President of TAC, had a wonderful 
opportunity to meet with, and speak in front 
of, some head Iraqi Arts Ministers/Directors 
from Baghdad, Iraq.  We have Steve Brewer of 

the Old Opera House to thank for giving the Academy for 
Educational Development’s person in charge of bringing 
this group to America our contact information.  The purpose 
for their visit to Charles Town, from their tour primarily of 
the U.S.’s major metropolitan art areas, was to show how 
active the arts are in this rural community.

David’s presentation to the tour group was on “what is 
happening with the arts and creativity around the Panhandle,  
and how, historically speaking, this area has always 
been home to creative people and a transient population 

–adding to the area’s 
creativity, which is 
still very much alive 
today.

After his 
presentation, David 
was approached by a 
few of the people, who 
represented different 
organizations in 
Baghdad, about 
working together on 
some collaborative 
projects.  David and 
TAC were thrilled 
by this unique 
opportunity.  To show 

our seriousness, we worked it out with the State Department 
to meet with these new artistic colleagues a week later in 
Los Angeles to discuss the possibilities.

What came out of these discussions was the possibility 
of a ballet created for, and with, the Quad-State region, as 
well as some other visual art possibilities that are still in the 
discussion phase.

Operation Iraqi Arts RescueCreative minds from two countries 
unite in California over
possibility of cross-cultural
collaboration and more.

The Arts 
Collaborative, and 
Mr. Heatwole, 

invite you, fellow creative 
person, to share your 
talents with us, as well as 
with the creative artisans 
in Baghdad that we have 
the opportunity to work 
with.  While we are in the 
beginning stages of what 
we are calling “Operation 
Iraqi Arts Rescue,” we 
are looking for people 
who might be interested 
in set design, lighting, 
painting, dance and 
choreography, museum 
display, exhibitions, 
fi lm, writing, marketing, 
politics, fi nance AND 
MORE to get involved 
in the planning stages of 
this great opportunity that 
is an exclusive possibility 
for the area.  We will keep 
you up-to-date on where 
we are with this project in 
the coming months.

Steven Brewer of the Old 
Opera House in Charles 
Town shares the history 
of theatre in West Virginia 
and the U.S., as well as the 
interesting history of the 
theatre itself.

From left to 
right: Hasan D. 
Nassar is the Chair-
man for Attitudes 
Society of Art & 
Culture, the only 
art gallery/center 
in Baghdad.  He 
informed us that 
there used to be 
22 galleries in the 
city;  David Heat-
wole is President 
of The Arts Col-
laborative; Maha-
sin Alkhatees and 
Osamah Abbas are 
former directors of 
Dreamy Butterfl ies 
for Ballet.
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